Board of Commissioners
Mike Hart
Tom Hejl
Pat Nutter
Evan K. Slaughenhoupt Jr.
Steven R. Weems

175 Main Street
Courthouse
Prince Frederick, Maryland 20678
Phone: 410-535-4583  301-855-1880
www.co.cal.md.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Oct. 20, 2016
Date:
Contact: Mark Volland, Marketing/Communications Specialist
410-535-4583 Email: vollanrm@co.cal.md.us
Angela Walters, Public Information Specialist
410-535-4583 Email: walteram@co.cal.md.us

Calvert County Board of County Commissioners Designate Patuxent Business Park a
Commerce Zone, Enabling Tax Credit for New Business
PRINCE FREDERICK, Md. – Oct. 20, 2016 – The Calvert County Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) Tuesday voted 5-0 to designate Patuxent Business Park (PBP) a
commerce zone, authorizing real property tax relief for new businesses that seek to open or
expand in the Lusby park.
The BOCC has listened closely to the business community and made process
improvements designed to ease the regulatory burdens associated with business creation and
expansion. The board’s vote offers a temporary tiered incentive to businesses that construct a
new premise or expand an existing premise by automatically qualifying the business owner for a
real property tax credit. The tax credit begins at 50 percent for the first five years. The credit
goes to 25 percent for years six and seven, then to 15 percent for years eight through 10 before
expiring. The credit applies only to real property taxes imposed by Calvert County.
“When the current board of commissioners took office in 2014, one of our goals was to
enhance county government’s support for business growth,” said BOCC President Evan
Slaughenhoupt Jr. “Real property tax credits are a common economic development tool used by
jurisdictions across the nation. The commerce zone designation is an incentive that will help
Calvert County compete.”
“Two of the most common factors that scuttle business siting in Calvert County are lack
of available space and finance challenges,” added Calvert County Department of Economic
Development Director Linda Vassallo.
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“The BOCC’s actions will help alleviate some of those impediments. The commerce
zone is an excellent business development marketing tool.”
The commerce zone ordinance allows the BOCC to establish zones in areas outside of
PBP in order to target commercial growth. Each new proposed zone requires a public hearing
and the public will have ample opportunity to learn about these proposals and weigh in.
Learn more about the Patuxent Business Park online by visiting
Patuxentbusinesspark.com. Information on Calvert County Government services can be found
online at www.co.cal.md.us. Find Calvert County Government on Facebook.
###
Calvert County is Maryland’s smallest county in land area with 213 square miles. It is home to more than
90,000 people and has one of the highest standards of living in Maryland. Major industries include defense
contracting, information technology, tourism, energy, advanced manufacturing and administrative services. (LL)

